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We had some productive conversations at the 
Summer Workshop at Fannie’s house. The DG 
Executive Committee met and had a very open 
discussion about membership, participation, 
programs, projects and a path forward for the 
2024-2025 year.
 
As the committee met with the general 
membership in attendance, we discussed some 
issues the executive committee felt needed to 
address. Members were in agreement with 
the observations and tentative ideas for moving 
forward. They asked questions, made suggestions and decided that now was the 
time to try new ideas to keep our members interested and coming to meetings. 
Nora is working to get our meeting schedule ready.
 
The September meeting will begin our new approach to being flexible. Members 
will be meeting at 10:00 a.m. in San Augustine at the historic Augus Theatre to 
view the Smithsonian Traveling Exhibit, Crossroads: Changes in Rural America. 
It will take thirty minutes to an hour to view the exhibit and the presentations 
from surrounding towns touting their contribution to the history of this area. 
Of course, this will be a start, and members will probably want to return 
and learn more with each visit. The Stripling Building next to the theatre houses 
artifacts from rural San Augustine. Each member will find something they 
remember from their childhood or even items they still use today.
 
When we finish the exhibits, we will cross the street and eat a dutch 
treat lunch at the Grill. The meeting room is upstairs so we will just take what 
tables we can downstairs and enjoy visiting with each other.
 
One of the impressive sights on display is the Windows into History project 
along both sides of Columbia Street. The undertaking was initially intended to 
fill vacant windows, but it took on a life of its own. If you can come early (no 
later than 9:00 a.m. because of the heat), you can stroll through a historical look 
into the history of San Augustine, which often overlaps with the history of your 
town.
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Planning for the Visit
1. Call Tommie with the number of members and guests.

2. Tell Tommie if you want to view the window displays but need help
    walking, and we will arrange for wheelchairs or walkers. Come by
    9:00 a.m. to make the experience more enjoyable. 

3. Tour the Smithsonian exhibit at 10:00 a.m. Tell Tommie if you need
    mobility help in the theatre.

4. Plan to stay and have a dutch treat meal at the Grill if you are not in
    a hurry.

5. Wear comfortable clothes and walking shoes. 
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September Meeting  
September 9, 2024
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CROSSROADS: Change in Rural America
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The U.S. Census Bureau defines “rural” as any area not “urban.” The bureau defines “urban” as cities and towns 
with at least 2,500 people. 
 
Throughout the 19th century, the majority of Americans lived in rural areas. They built their lives around 

harvesting what the land could produce- the food, fuel, 
fiber, ores, and minerals crucial to a growing nation. They 
built communities at rural crossroads - small towns that 
became centers of commerce, politics and culture. 
 
Early in the 20th century, growing urban populations 
shifted economic investment and political influence from 
the counties to the cities. Since then, the pace of rural 
change has accelerated. 
 
Is rural America endangered, thriving or just scraping 
by? Are there dwindling options or a bright future? Are 
our communities working to make themselves more 
attractive to non-rural people? Successful change takes 
a community of long-time residents and newcomers 
to sustain the crossroads and the rural features and 
attractions people desire. The interests of newcomers 
sometimes clash with the goals and values of “old timers.” 
Change brings challenges. What are towns doing to meet 
the challenges? 
           
It won’t answer these questions; it provides a look 
through pictures and narration of what rural America 
was in its various forms and asks questions that make 
individuals think about what is important to them about 
their lifestyle. and how they can make decisions that will 
get more people interested in a rural lifestyle.

San Augustine 1939, Russell 
Lee, Library of Congress

5,153 Center 1,021 Tenaha

1,885 San Augustine 1,007 Timpson

1,034 Hemphill    739 Joaquin

Center 1923, Shelby County 
Historical Society

Joaquin, City of Joaquin
Tenaha 1911, Will Beachamp 
Collection

Bussey Drug Store, Early 
1900’s, Timpson,
Timpson Area Genealogical & 
Heritage Society

Hemphill 1916, Students riding 
train to Hemphill High School, 
Facebook: Tour Historic Sabine 
County, Texas

   Definitions of rural often differ because to many, “rural” has  
    cultural significances beyond population size and land use. 
    How do you see your community?

Texas 
    Facts

•	 Texas rural population of 3+ million people is larger than the population of 18 states.
•	 Sixty-four counties in Texas are considered to be frontier (less than 7 people per square 

mile.)
•	 Thirty-five of the 254 counties in Texas have no primary care doctor.
•	 One third of rural Texans do not have internet access at adequate speeds.
•	 Rural business makes up 34% of all business in Texas, contributing 20% to state 

economy.
•	 Traffic crashes are a major cause of fatalities in Texas, particuarly on roads in rural 

areas.
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Treasurers Report
July - August, 2024

 

Member Report

Madeline Gill is being watched by a 
cardiologist and vascular surgeon.  She has 
a clot in her arm and her blood pressure 
runs high.  She gets light headed when she 
stands for a while.

Dene Dymke had vascular 
procedures done on her legs. The left 
leg was unsuccessful, and she had 
the leg amputated above the knee.  
She is practicing dancing.

Send cards to:
Dene Dymke
c/o Dr. Jan Hood
3730 Fern Lake Cutoff
Marshall, TX 75672

Dene and Johnida, her 
sister. Jan is her daughter.

Happy BirthdayTommie Thomas     September 9

Checking Account

Previous Balance..............................................$2518.84
Current Balance................................................$1158.84

Grant / Aid
Previous Balance..............................................$2066.74
Deposits...........................................................-0-
Interest earned ...............................................-0-
Current Balance................................................$2162.80
Account maintaince............................................$200.00
Spendable Amout.............................................$1962.80

Montez McNaughten has moved into 
a assisted living center in Lufkin.

Elaine Snider had gall bladder surgery.  
Everything went well, and she did not have 
to stay overnight in the hospital.
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Executive Committee Meeting
The executive committee of Delta Gamma met on July 8, 2024, before the July 
workshop in the home of Fannie Watson.  Members present were Carol McMillan, 
Tommie Thomas, Judy Adkison, and Phyllis Griffin.

Carol reported that we have 28 regular members, 1 reserve member and 1 
honorary member.

The committee discussed ideas for gaining new members, projects for nursing 
homes, new ideas for continuing to place books in schools, and changes to 
grant-in-aid. 

With no other business, Carol adjourned the meeting.

Carol McMillan, President                          Judy Adkison, Secretary 

Summer Workshop Meeting
Delta Gamma held its summer workshop on July 8, 2024, at 2:00 p.m. in the home 
of Fannie Watson.  There were nine members present.

Carol brought information that the executive committee discussed for programs 
and projects for the coming year before the group.  Some ideas discussed were:

1.	 Exploring new ideas for ceremonies

2.	 Pairing with Agri-Life for programs to encourage new membership

3.	 Planning changes to World Fellowship contributions

4.	 Investigating a better method of awarding Grant-in-Aid to recipients based 
on merit with a follow-up after the recipient has completed the semester.  

5.	 Focusing on programs that could interest both present and prospective 
members.

The committee chairs will take the ideas and decide how to implement them.

The technology chair, Carol, gave instructions on how members could log in to 
International for information.

Elaine moved that Madeline Gill and Debra Evans be removed as a check 
signatory on the Delta Gamma checking account, Carol McMillan be added, and 
Tommie Thomas and Nora Robinson remain on the account. In addition, for the 
Delta Gamma savings account, update the signature information to add Carol 
McMillan, leave Tommie Thomas and remove Debra Evans.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Carol McMillan, President                                        Judy Adkison, Secretary
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Forward Moving Ever
All is quiet on the International level. The Society is getting organized with changes to the DKG 
Constitution, International Standing Rules, and new officers and staff. Dr. Beverly Hall-Maughan of 
Tennessee will lead the organization this year. Texas met this fun, people-orientated person with a deep 
understanding and dedication to Delta Kappa Gamma as the DKG International Representative to the 
McAllen Convention. 

Dr. Beverly Hall-Maughan, Tennessee State Organization, is a retired 
high school principal. A registered nurse, she 
entered education as a surgical technology 
instructor. Hall believes in lifetime learning 
as is evident by her educational journey 
– Associate of Applied Science, Nursing; 
Bachelor of Science, Nursing; Master of 
Education, Administration and Supervision; 
Doctor of Education, Educational Leadership; 
followed by a Bachelor of Business, Business 
Administration. 
 
A member of DKG since 2002, Hall was awarded a DKGIEF Lucile 
Cornetet Award to attend the Tennessee School Board Associations 
Prospective Superintendents’ Academy. She is a National Association of 
Parliamentarians and International Leadership Management attendee 
member. Her service to DKG includes Tennessee State Recording 
Secretary, First Vice President, and President. Hall has served as 
International Chair of Finance and is a DKGIEF Founding Luminary. She 
was the 2022-2024 International Second Vice President.

Dr. Beverly Hall-Maughan

2024-2026
Delta Kappa 

Gamma 
Society 

International 
Leaders

1st VP
Candi Martin

Arkansas

2nd VP
Carol Herzog

Indiana

SW Regional Director
Belinda Cliff
Oklahoma

Parliamentarian
Dr. Helen Popovich

Florida
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September 9, 2024
*9:00 am/10:00 am

Explore Windows into 
History
Tour Smithsonian Exhibit

Windows across from Courthouse

Smithsonian Angus Theatre
 San Augustine

October 14, 2024
6:00 pm

Pineywoods Pie Co. Chamber Building
Hemphill

November 11, 2024
6:00 pm

Visit from
George & Martha 
Washingston

First Methodist Church
Center

December 9, 2024
*2:00 pm

Bookshare: The Women by 
Kristen Hannah   
Group discussion

First Baptist Church
Tenaha

February 10, 2025
*2:00 pm

Make spring craft for retired 
teachers in nuring facilities

Griffin cabin
Joaquin

April 14, 2025
6:00 pm

Local UIL students perform Woodland Christian Church
Timpson

May 12, 2025
6:00 pm

4-H Student Presentation
Felicia Thompson

AgriLife Building
Center

July 14, 2014 Summer Workshop TBA

September 8, 2025
2 pm or 6 pm

Stories from the Backwoods 
of Sabine County
Marsha Kay

Chamber Building
Hemphill

October 13, 2025
2 pm or 6 pm

Polysot Strings (dulcimers) 
Chireno Historical Society

Methodist Church
San Augustine

The DKG Executive Committee is exploring the possibility of having more afternoon meetings 
because of the bad weather we often encounter at night driving to different communities. If you 
have any thoughts about the switch, please let any of the officers know your opinion. We must 
accommodate the speaker, the location and our members. We will put the final locations in our 
yearbook and web page when we have your feedback.

2024-2025 Meeting Schedule
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