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Bonnie Moore nominee for 
2023-2025 TSO President

Bonnie Moore Jeanette Rhyan Dr. Stacy Arnold Lynda Anderson Judy Mezick

The Texas State Organization Nominations Committee has selected nominees for state officers, 
finance committee members and nominations committee members to present to the convention 
body in McAllen.

The nominees include Bonnie Moore, Eta Delta (Cypress-3), president; Jeanette Rhyan, 
Theta Chi (Ft. Worth-10), first vice president; Dr. Stacey Arnold, Kappa Lambda (Round Rock-
7), second vice president; Lynda Anderson, Zeta Gamma (Tyler-1), recording secretary; Judy 
Mezick, Kappa Gamma (College Station-7), corresponding secretary.

Presidential Nominee, Bonnie Moore, is a 33-year Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 
member. Bonnie has served as TSO Parliamentarian, Second Vice President, and First Vice 
President. She pledges to make a positive difference for our members and organization through 
effective and ongoing communication, engagement, and empowerment of members, areas, and 
committees as well as innovative uses of resources and technology. She believes the president 
leads by serving, supporting, inspiring and promoting the strengths of others.

First Vice President Nominee, Jeanette Rhyan, has been a member of Delta Kappa Gamma 
since 1982. She has proven her leadership skills, having chaired numerous TSO committees, 
demonstrated organizational abilities by chairing the TSO Arlington Convention, and 
established herself as a public speaker through presentations of various fun and informative 
programs at the state level. Jeannette is a volunteer at TSO Headquarters and has seen 
firsthand how the various committees work together to move the Society forward. 

Second Vice President Nominee, Dr. Stacey Arnold, has been a member of Delta Kappa 
Gamma for 35 years. She has been a member of two chapters that exemplified a desire for 
lifelong learning, leadership development, building relationships, and qualities which help their 
chapter members thrive. Stacey was TSO Recording Secretary this past biennium and, as a 
part of the Executive Board, saw the benefits of membership firsthand. As TSO Second Vice 
President, she will work with the TSO Membership Chair, the committee members, and the TSO 
leadership to accomplish this task. 

Nominations continued on page 4
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Texas State President 
2021-2023

2021-2023
TSO Contacts

President
Shalan Inmon
Alpha Sigma (12)
2123.tso.pres@gmail.com

1st Vice  
President
Bonnie Moore
Eta Delta (3)
bonniedkgtso@gmail.com

2nd Vice 
President
Michelle Grandinetti
Theta Alpha (9)
tso2ndvp@gmail.com

Recording 
Secretary
Dr. Stacey Arnold
Kappa Lambda (7)
sjarnold31@gmail.com

Corresponding 
Secretary
Charlotte Nyman
Alpha Pi (17)
tsocorrespondingsec
@aol.com

Parliamentarian
Mandy Story
Iota Omicron (16)
mandydkg@gmail.com

Immediate Past
President
Patti Belknap
Theta Alpha (9)
pmbelknap@yahoo.com

ASTEF President
Dr. Rosemary Morrow
Alpha (7)
president.astef@gmail.org

  Executive Secretary
  Leesa Cole
  Delta Omicron (9)
  tsosecretary29@gmail.com

Editor/
Photographer
Carol McMillan
Delta Gamma (1)
news.lonestar@gmail.com

Webmaster
Debbi Ball
Gamma Eta (12)
dkgtexas@gmail.com

J URNEY
Which way will you go?

Over the past several bienniums, the number of 
chapters and members has declined in the Texas State 
Organization. Although TSO chartered one new chapter 
last year, membership must intentionally grow. Texas 
DKG will continue to lose members unless current 
members take steps to increase membership and charter new chapters. 
 
To create new chapters and gain new members, TSO has identified three 
effective strategies for moving TSO chapters forward:

1. Increase and retain members via genuine relationships.
2. Create a welcoming atmosphere in the meeting area. Plan to 

involve prospects and members before they are ever invited into 
membership.

3. Ask for help.  

Increasing membership

The development of genuine relationships takes time. A planned 
social time during chapter meetings allows new and seasoned members 
an avenue for interaction. Seasoned members have the opportunity to 
tell their DKG story. Sharing a member’s DKG story promotes unity 
among the members. Prospects and new members need to hear stories 
of encouragement and legacy. There is no better way to develop lifelong 
relationships than sharing our stories in a social setting. 
 
Deliberately stage the meeting room to include all attendees. The 
placement of tables and chairs can determine how welcoming a chapter 
meeting is. A circle or semicircle with or without tables promotes 
conversation among members and guests. If the room is large, plan to use 
a microphone so all members can participate. Finally, prepare all audio-
visual equipment before members arrive. These simple pre-meeting steps 
also provide a welcoming atmosphere. 
 
Members must plan and be ready to share an orientation about the 
Society so that visitors understand what DKG is all about. They 
must extend invitations for prospects to visit a chapter many times. 
Since programs and projects are the lifeblood of chapters and provide 
meaningful experiences for members, they should meet current chapter 
members’ needs as well as provide outreach to the school or community. 
The Texas State Organization has numerous programs and project ideas 
on its website. One-and-done projects, as well as meeting takeaways, give 
a sense of accomplishment to the participants. Consider asking members 
and prospects what they would like in programs and projects. Finally, do 
not wait until May to induct new members. These newbies will not have 
a chance to connect with current members because of the summer break 
with no meeting times.   
 
Texas State Organization mentors and area coordinators are available to 
assist chapters in all aspects of membership. Part of the charge to the 
mentors andarea coordinators is to support chapters in any way possible. 
For example, they can walk a chapter through the member recruitment 
plan, provide ideas for retaining members and support the chapter 
membership committee.

Shalan Inmon
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Texas State Headquarters
P.O. Box 797787
Dallas, TX 75379-7787
Dallas telephone: 972.930.9945
FAX: 972.447.0471
www.dkgtexas.org

International Headquarters
12710 Research Blvd
Ste 230
Austin, Texas 78759
Austin telephone: 
512.478.5748
www.dkg.org

MEMBERS: Send address 
changes to your chapter 
treasurer or go to
www.dkg.org/MyDKG to 
make any changes in your 
information.

Deadlines at a 
Glance

Committee Meetings

Mar
1-31

Mar
15

April
1

May 1

Dues Portal closed

Guideline Updates to
  St Pres

Dues portal reopens
Conributions for 
  recognition ELC
  & ASTEF

Nomination ASTEF           
  Advocate for Edu

App for ASTEF proj
  stipend

Members in print &
  media recognition

LSN deadline

Cornetet Application

Five Star Newsletter

Rpts for Convention
  Program

Expense Rpts State
  Personnel

BREAKOUT SESSIONS IN MCALLEN

• Chapter treasurers only collect dues, right? The treasurer’s duties work 
in tandem with membership duties. Join this session for an overview of 
the dues collection and reporting process, membership reports, online 
support options and deadlines.

• Show me the electronic money! Learn about accepting payments online 
at the chapter level with Zelle, Venmo, PayPal and other apps. Questions, 
answers, ideas and problem-solving will abound in this sharing session. 

• Focus on Finance. Does the chapter need a streamlined way to form 
and update the chapter budget? How are those financial reports going? 
Is there a system in place for necessary paper trails? What exactly IS a 
financial review, and must one take place?

Leesa Cole
TSO Executive
Secretary/Treasurer 

Reflections from headquarters

NEW DKGSI WEBSITE
Delta Kappa Gamma Society International has redesigned 
its website, www.dkg.org, to make it more user-friendly.  
All members can log in, look around and get an idea of 
how the designers organized it. Then, when members need 
information, they will know how to navigate the site's structure.

TSO HQ has new kitchen flooring thanks to Emma Joven, 
Headquarters Committee Chair, and committee member 
Cindy Sloan. Personnel Chair Mary Claire Welch helped 
with the cleanup needed after the floor replacement.

Phyllis McPherson, Membership Chair, and the Membership Committee 
contacted chapters for updated or missing contact information. Michelle 
Grandinetti, TSO 2nd VP, has been reaching out to members of merged or 
dissolved chapters to encourage reinstatement. 

TSO volunteers contribute time and talents to keep the task-list in shape:  
Patti Belknap, Marta Finlay, Jeanette Rhyan, Marylin Nease, and Janie 
Wigley.  TEAM: Together Everyone Achieves More.            

HEADQUARTERS HELPERS

Personnel HQ Mar 22

Achiev Awds
Zoom a.m.

Mar 25

Scholarship
Zoom p.m.

Mar 25

Finance HQ Apr 14-
16

ASTEF HQ Apr 28-
29

IMPORTANT DATES

April 1:    Dues Portal reopens & contribution deadline for ASTEF  
    and Eula Lee Carter Memorial Fund for McAllen
                     recognition
March-June:  Collect dues from chapter members



Recording Secretary Nominee, Lynda Anderson, has been a member of Delta Kappa Gamma 
since 1982. She has been actively involved with all levels of the Society: chapter, area, state 
and international. Lynda has attended Leadership Development for Chapter Presidents, Texas 
State Leadership Seminar, and the DKG Leadership/Management Seminar. She will apply all 
her resources and energy to communicate with members and exemplify the purposes of The 
Delta Kappa Gamma Society International. 

Corresponding Secretary Nominee, Judy Mezick, has been a Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
International member for 33 years and has worked in many capacities across the three 
levels of the Society, many of these jobs being in positions of leadership. Judy says these 
have helped her understand the interworkings of this organization. Because she has served 
our TSO Organization as recording secretary and first vice president, she understands the 
responsibilities of being a state officer.
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Nominees continued fom page 1

The Texas State Organization Nominations Committee presents the following names for:

FINANCE COMMITTEE: 

Members nominated for elective committees

Mellie Smithwick

Presidential nominee Bonnie Moore will appoint Mellie Smithwick to serve 
as TSO Parliamentarian for 2023-2025. She attended the TSO Leadership 
Seminar in 2017 and is currently serving as Area 5 Coordinator. Mellie 
taught parliamentary procedure to her students and helped prepare them to 
compete at area and regional competitions. She stays informed with the DKG 
Constitution and International Standing Rules, TSO Bylaws and State Rules, 
chapter standing rules and parliamentary procedure.

Mellie Smithwick selected as state parliamentarian 

Susan 
Duke, 
Alpha Iota-4

Natalie 
Eustace, 
Zeta Xi-14

Elizabeth 
“Libby” 
Horton, 
Mu Tau-1

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE: 
Francis Ziegenhals, chair
       Alpha Iota-4 
Barbara Coon, Theta Sigma-3
Sherri Davenport, 
       Iota Epsilon-18
Susan Harmon, Eta Tau-7

Judy Evans, Alpha Sigma-12
Charlotte Nyman, Alpha Pi-17
Kim Paetzel, Zeta Gamma-1
Janice Sutton, Mu Tau-1 
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Members with 50 or more years in Delta Kappa Gamma who will be attending 
the convention in McAllen and want to be recognized should check the 50-year 
box on the registration form. 

The membership committee encourages these remarkable 
women to attend the convention so that TSO can celebrate with 
them and learn more about their accomplishments during their 
DKG journey.

Example of how it appears on the registration form:
Please check all that apply.
___2022-2024 Chapter President       ___1st State Convention Attendee         ___Member for 50 or 50+ Years                        

M
embersh
ip

  
  

  
   

    
                               

Ce

lebrating

years
50+

Mobility City is making scooter rentals available for the McAllen Convention. 
Members may make reservations directly with Mobility City. 
The phone number is 956-348-2304, and members should 
mention Delta Kappa Gamma. A credit card is needed to reserve 
a scooter, but Mobility City will not add the charge to the card 
until delivery. Scooter Rental is $100 with a $25 delivery fee. 
The scooters are available from Wednesday, June 14, through Saturday, June 
17, 2023, with cancellations up to Tuesday, June 13, 2023.

9

4
8

7
3

1
2
5

6

101 Frisco, TX   6 Alexandria, VA
2 McKinney TX   7 Laredo, TX
3 McAllen, TX   8 Glendale, CA
4 Santa Clarita, CA   9 Sunnyvale, CA
5 Plano, TX 10 Yonkers, NY

In 2023, SmartAsset named McAllen 3rd 
safest city in U.S.  

Members prepare for McAllen Convention
RESERVE A ROOM
LaQuinta Inn & Suites by Wyndham-
McAllen Convention Center is walking 
distance to the McAllen Convention Center 
and Palms Crossing shopping center. 

A TSO room block is reserved at LaQuinta Inn & Suites by Wyndham-McAllen 
Convention Center for June 13, 2023, through June 18, 2023. Members may 
book a room by following the link https://tinyurl.com/yc897zhd to receive 
TSO's preferred rate. Members should check the TSO website, 
www.dkgtexas.org for lastest information on McAllen room availablility.

HONOR 50+ YEAR MEMBERS

FEEL SAFE

BE MOBILE



The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International
    Texas State Organization Convention 

  McAllen, June 14-17, 2023
All members must register. Please use one form per member. Only one form is necessary for a member with a guest. To 
avoid late fee, registration must be postmarked on or before May 15th. No meals may be ordered after June 1st. Address 
registration questions to Terrie Cardwell at 713-208-4923 or tcardwell003@comcast.net. Mail completed form to Terrie 
Cardwell, 2738 Fontana Dr., Houston, TX 77043 or email to tcardwell003@comcast.net if submitting electronically. 
Please type or print clearly.   

NAME _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________            
                    Title                  Last         First                     Middle Initial         Badge Name 

MAILING ADDRESS  __________________________________________________________________________________________________
     Street Address or PO Box

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City                                  State              Zip                  Chapter                                        Area 

Email address (for a receipt) _________________________________________________Cell Phone____________________________________

Special Needs—Check all that apply.  For special situations, email or phone Terrie Cardwell.
____Diabetic        ____Vegetarian          ____Gluten-free      ____Limited Mobility        ____Hearing/Visually Impaired
  
Please check all that apply.
___2022-2024 Chapter President              ___1st State Convention Attendee                  ___Member for 50 or 50+ Years 
                      

Indicate number of tickets you need for each function.  Cost includes tax, service charge and facility fee.  
Registration Fee: (Check one that applies.)  Cost  Number  Amount
     __2022-2024 Chapter President or __Chapter Representative attending LDCP $   0 _____ _______
     All other member registration — postmarked on or before May 15 $ 50 _____ _______
     Late Registration: postmarked after May 15 
     (No charge for chapter president or chapter representative)

$ 75 _____ _______

     Guest’s name for  Guest Badge __________________________________ $   5 _____ _______
Leadership Social  (Wed, June 14) Year attended LS______ $ 12 _____ _______
Box Lunch (Thurs, June 15) Sandwiches: ___ Veggie ___Turkey ___Ham $ 25 _____ _______
State Personnel Dinner (Thurs, June 15) by invitation only $ 36 _____ _______
ASTEF Event (Fri, June 16) tax deductible (*Non-refundable donation) $ 25 _____ _______
Box Lunch (Fri, June 16) Sandwiches: ___ Veggie ___Turkey ___Ham $ 25 _____ _______
Presidents & Founders Banquet (Fri, June 16) $ 43 _____ _______
Celebration Brunch  (Sat, June 17) $ 35 _____ _______
Continuing Professional Education Credit (CPE) $ 20 _____ _______
Chorus Music—Chorus Participants Only $ 20 _____ _______

    Voice Part:  ___Soprano I     ___Soprano II    ___Alto            Interested in playing  _____ prelude   _____ postlude
 Contribution to ASTEF tax-deductible (*Non-refundable donation)............................................................................_______   

TOTAL  AMOUNT ENCLOSED  ......................................................................................................... ______ 
____CHECK  (Payable to Texas State Organization Convention Fund)  OR   _______MasterCard      _______VISA

Cardholder’s Name   __________________________Billing Address  _______________________________________________ 

Card Number__________ -  _________  -  _________  -  ________    Exp Date_____________3-digit Sec. Code ___ ___ ___
*Cancellation requests must be made in writing to Terrie Cardwell, 2738 Fontana Dr., Houston, TX 77043 and 
postmarked by May 23rd. There is a $15 cancellation processing fee; no refunds after May 23, 2023. 
By your attendance at this event, you grant permission to be filmed, videotaped, audio taped or photographed 
by any means, and you grant full use of your likeness, voice and words without compensation.
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Wednesday, June 14th
12:00 p.m. -   5:00 p.m. Vendor set-up
  4:00 p.m. -   5:00 p.m. TSO Executive Committee Meeting   
  4:00 p.m. -   6:00 p.m. Registration
  6:00 p.m. -   7:00 p.m. WIA Children’s Art Gallery 
  7:15 p.m. -   8:15 p.m. Leadership Seminar Reunion
      
Thursday, June 15th 
  8:00 a.m. -   4:00 p.m. Registration, Unifying Project items accepted 
  8:30 a.m. -   5:00 p.m. Vendors, ASTEF Displays, Children’s Art Gallery, Visual Arts 
10:00 a.m. - 10:45 a.m Breakout Sessions
10:00 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. Current Area Coordinator Training 
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Chorus Rehearsal
11:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. Breakout Sessions
12:00 p.m. - 12:45 p.m. Box Lunches Available
12:00 p.m. -   1:00 p.m. Chorus Rehearsal
12:30 p.m. -   1:15 p.m. Breakout Sessions
  1:30 p.m. -   2:15 p.m. Breakout Sessions 
  2:30 p.m. -   3:15 p.m. Breakout Sessions
  3:30 p.m. -   4:15 p.m. Breakout Sessions
  3:30 p.m. -   4:30 p.m. Legislative Session
  4:30 p.m. -   5:00 p.m. Chorus Rehearsal  
  5:00 p.m. -   6:45 p.m. State Personnel Dinner
  7:00 p.m.    Opening Session 

Friday, June 16th
  8:00 a.m. -   4:00 p.m. Registration
  8:30 a.m. -   9:30 a.m.  TSO Business Meeting 
  9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. ASTEF Annual Meeting
10:45 a.m. -   5:30 p.m. Vendors; ASTEF Displays, Children’s Art Gallery, Visual Arts 
11:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. Breakout Sessions 
11:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. ASTEF Event
12:00 p.m. - 12:45 p.m. Box Lunches
12:30 p.m. -   1:15 p.m. Breakout Sessions 
  1:30 p.m. -   2:15 p.m. Breakout Sessions
  2:30 p.m. -   3:15 p.m. Breakout Sessions   
  3:15 p.m. -   4:30 p.m. Chorus Rehearsal
  3:30 p.m. -   4:15 p.m. Breakout Sessions
  4:30 p.m. -   5:00 p.m. Installation Rehearsal
  6:45 p.m.                     Head Table Procession
  7:00 p.m.   Presidents and Founders Banquet and Installation

Saturday, June 17th
  7:30 a.m. -   8:15 a.m. Chorus Rehearsal 
  8:30 a.m. -   9:30 a.m. Celebration of Life
10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 50+ Member Reception
10:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Celebration Brunch  

Convention schedule at a glanceP
re

lim
in

a
ry
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Texas State Organization Remembers
We mourn the passing and celebrate the lives of those
cherished members of the Society whose deaths have been
reported to the Texas Necrology Chair, Robyn Rucker, between 
November 1, 2022 and February 1, 2023. They are reported 
by their chapter and place of residence at the time of death 
using Form 6, Report of the Death of a Member, found at www.
dkgtexas.org under Committees - Necrology.

Member  News

Bonnie Moore, Eta Delta (Cypress-3), has been chosen 
as the International Speaker for the Estonia State 
Organization Conference on March 4, 2023.  

Sarah Sponsel, Nu Gamma (Wylie-9), completed her 
Doctor of Education in Curriculum & Instruction from 
Concordia University.  

Lisa Rogers, PhD, Tau (Waco-8), was named a Superb 
Woman by the Garland Journal and Texas Metro News.

Autumn Wraight, Alpha Omicron (Mineral Wells-10), was 
inducted into the Mineral Wells High School Apple Corps 
in December 2022. 

Kelly Keener Rowland, Alpha Pi (Texarkana-17), was 
sworn in as the first female Coroner for Miller County, AR.

Joann Pappas, Alpha Phi – 17, Wake Village
Gwendolyn Ann Park, Alpha Omega – 2, Port Arthur
Betty Jo Canada, Beta Gamma – 16, Vernon
Emily Bierschwale, Beta Zeta – 6, Junction
Frances Diane McLaughlan, Beta Eta – 3, Bellaire
Minnie Fae Griffin, Gamma Beta – 9, McKinney
Jo Ann Hoel, Gamma Delta – 8, Clifton
Carolyne Susanne Long, Zeta Epsilon – 11, Amarillo
Barbara Jean Mackey, Zeta Theta – 9, Sherman
Cynthia Virginia DeVies, Eta Zeta – 9, Dallas
Cherolyne Hendon, Theta Epsilon – 12, Morton
Elizabeth (Libby) Conant, Theta Theta – 10, North
   Richland Hills
Jo Berry, Iota Pi – 10, Arlington
Marsha Victoria Allison, Kappa Pi – 1, Chandler
JoAnn Whitman, Nu Delta – 9, McKinney
Rhonda Kay Henderson, Iota Psi - 2, Houston

Janie Wigley, Gamma Beta 
(Allen-9), was featured writing 
about her photography on 
the DKGSI blog on Dec 15, 
2022. https://dkgsi.blogspot.
com/2022/12/dkg-arts-gallery-
artists-spotlight-open.html.

Leslee Barham, Alpha Omicron 
(Mineral Wells-10), was awarded 
the 2023 Jack Harvey Exemplary 
Teacher Award for a K-12 
teacher in Mineral Wells ISD by 
Weatherford College.

Amber Godwin, Upsilon (The 
Woodlands-18), had her article, 
“Empowering Indigenous 
Identity Through Instructional 
Frameworks,” included in the 
2022, Volume 89-1 issue of The 
Delta Kappa Gamma Bulletin 
(Journal).

 Mary Kevorkian, Alpha 
(Austin-7), had her article, 
“Collaborative Program Between 
Chapter and Local University: 
Training in Working with 
Multilingual Learners,” included 
in the 2022, Volume 89-2 issue of 
The Delta Kappa Gamma Bulletin 
(Collegial Exchange).

Karin Ruth Kliemann, PhD, Beta 
Phi (Arlington-10), published a 
new book, Blessing For Us This 
Week.

Dr. Denese Wolf-Hilliard, Lambda
Sigma (Missouri City-4), used her 
DKG Cornetet Award to facilitate 
a workshop on "Strengthening 
Academic Writing for Entry-Level 
Doctoral Students" in Honolulu, 
HI.

Kimber Bennett, Omega 
(Brownwood-13), was awarded 
the Rhosine Fleming Award for 
Elementary School Counselor of 
the Year.

Christina Daniels, Iota Epsilon 
(Spring-18), received a $7500 
grant from the Klein ISD 
Educational Foundation.
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The TSO Global Awareness Committee is excited to announce the opportunity for members 
to visit via Zoom with DKG International World Fellowship recipients on April 24 and 27 from 
6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. CST. The recipients will speak about their lives and education in their 
countries and the US. A question and answer time will follow the speeches.

Ni Komang Darmini from Indonesia will speak on Monday, April 24. She is pursuing 
a master's degree in Reading and Literacy Education in Early and Middle Childhood 
at Ohio State University.  

The Zoom on Thursday, April 27, features Sarah Fry 
from South Africa and Alona Kladieva from Ukraine. 
Sarah is seeking a master's degree in Education Policy 
and Analysis (Global, International and Comparative Perspective) 
at Harvard University. Alona is pursuing a master's degree in 
Teaching English as a Foreign Language at the University of 
Arizona. 

Members are welcomed and encouraged to attend both meetings. When registration 
information is available, the TSO Global Awareness Committee will share it through AC 
newsletters, publications and email.

Ni Darmini

Sarah Fry Alona Kladieva

GL  BAL
AWARENESS

World Fellowship recipients
interact with TSO members

Members apply now to be an ASTEF Director

PROJECTS
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LEADERSHIP

ASTEF is seeking applications for new ASTEF Directors to serve a six-year term. Since all 
TSO members are also members of ASTEF, directors encourage TSO members 
from across the state with varying talents to apply. ASTEF Directors work as a 
whole and in small groups to raise, manage and distribute funds according to the 
mission statement and by-laws of the foundation. All members will elect the next 
group at the ASTEF Annual Meeting during the June 2023 TSO Convention in 
McAllen. The deadline for the application is April 15. For more information and an 
application, members may go to https://www.astef.org/forms.

Submissions for the Member in Print and Media Recognition Awards are due April 
1, 2023.

To qualify for the Member in Print Award, the work must have been published 
after the author was inducted into the Society. The submitted work does not have 
to be about education or the Society. Submissions can be poems, articles in a 
variety of publications, or a book. 

The Media Recognition Awards have three separate categories. Those categories 
are broken down by population and frequency of publication. If the newspaper has 
published regularly about the Society, a local chapter or the Society as a whole, or 
education in general, that publication could qualify for one of our awards.

The forms for these awards are available for download on the Communication and 
Publicity Committee’s page on the TSO website. Email any questions to committee 
chair, Pamela Burge.A

W
A

R
D

S
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TSO members attending the convention in McAllen will be greeted with many opportunities by 
the ASTEF Directors. These TSO women work deligently to raise the funds to provide projects to 
chapters that support professional and personal growth of women educators in Texas, and
to promote educational excellence for Texas students.

ASTEF ready for McAllen Convention 2023

ASTEF Ticketed Event:
“Fascinating Fashion Journey” 
featuring Annette Becker, 
Director, Texas Fashion 
Collection, and 13 TSO members 
modeling fashions from 1920 to 
present.

Purchase $25 ticket on McAllen 
registration form.

Friday, June 16
11:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

Mystery Mania: Always a favorite…$10 for a chance at a $10 or more gift card 
(Chapters are encouraged to send 2 gift cards to ASTEF Director Joanne Davis for a 
2-day event at McAllen).
Arm Length Raffle: ASTEF Director Pat Bumpus will again be selling tickets for a 
chance at a free registration at a Regional Area Workshop 2024.

In It to Win It Bingo: New to ASTEF this year. Stop by and see ASTEF Director Lisa 
Rogers for a chance to win.

“Back to the Future” Silent Auction: Bags, Boxes and Cases filled with delightful 
gifts to be auctioned by silent bids. Visit the ASTEF tables and find a treasure to take 
home.

HAVING FUN WITH ASTEF

1
2
3
4

ENJOYING ASTEF TICKETED EVENT

Annette Becker is an art educator and material culture researcher whose 
work focuses on the history of dress. Becker serves as the director of 
the Texas Fashion Collection, an archive of nearly 20,000 historic and 
designer garments and accessories housed at the University of North 
Texas, College of Visual Arts and Design. In that role, Becker creates 
accessible and engaging programming for learners from a wide range of 
backgrounds, connecting their interests with the College of Visual Arts 
and Design world-class holdings. Her work is informed by experiences in 
education departments of museums around the country, as well 
as graduate training in art history, art education, and history.

Annette Becker

MEETING THE ASTEF SPEAKER

PROJECTS
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New and exciting things are happening in Corpus Christi, Texas, with Special Hearts in the 
Arts, the TSO Unifying Project for 2023. The program helps those 
with special needs showcase their talents through the arts. With 
participation growing, the program had outgrown its building and was 
looking for a new one when thieves broke into their building and stole 
electronics and instruments that the students use. The community 
stepped up with financial and equipment donations. Now the staff has 
to get a newly located building, twice the size of the old one, ready to get participants prepared 
for participation in theatre, dance, music, art and film. 

Special Hearts in the Arts 2023 Unifying Project

While participants wait to attend classes in person, they 
may register to join a zoom meeting to interact with their 
teacher and friends. Special Hearts teach some of the 
courses. 
 
In addition, Hearts may join Jabber sessions. During this 
time, they talk, laugh and enjoy their day. At the end of 
the session, each participant gets one minute to share 
something they want to say to the others. As with all 
classes, Special Hearts are in charge of Jabber sessions 
with guidance from the staff.  
 
Special Hearts in the Arts is the 2022-2023 TSO Unifying 
Project. The program can use gift cards from Visa, Walmart, 
Hobby Lobby or HEB. 

ASTEF Project Stipend applications due April 1
It’s time for chapters to be thinking about an innovative or impactful project to 
be submitted for an ASTEF Project Stipend. This year, ASTEF has provided many 
opportunities for members to learn more about what makes a good project stipend 

and how the application process works. Directors have a recording of recent training on the 
ASTEF website, www.astef.org.
 
Members should take care to: 

1.  Choose a project that is not only innovative and impactful but assists many educators or 
students in Texas.

2.  Involve members, as well as the recipients, in various parts of the project. 
3.  Provide a portion of the funding through donations from chapter members.
4.  Solicit additional funding from other sources.
5.  Plan to develop a blueprint for what the project will look like and how long it will take.
6.  Start the application early.
7.  Make sure to fill it out completely and thoroughly.
8.  Ask a former ASTEF director to proofread the application and give feedback before 

submission.

Members may reference the ASTEF website for more tips. The Project Stipend 
Application is on the website and must be completed by April 1, 2023. If selected 
to receive a Project Stipend, chapters must complete the mid-year and end-of-year 
reports on the project’s progress and outcome.
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Gold Piece
In 1993, my husband and I decided to take the adventure of our life 
and move from England to the United States. It was a perfect time; my 
daughter was nine, and my husband had the choice either to relocate 

with the Royal Mail or to take early retirement.   
 
We gathered all the needed paperwork (a lot of it!) and applied to the U.S. embassy for a visa. At 
first, the embassy refused our application. A few tears later, we complied with the requirements, 
and after two years of jumping through hoops, we were successful. 
 
I remember the day we arrived in the United States. I couldn't believe how blue the sky was, 
especially as it was only April 21st. We arrived with 11 suitcases, three bikes and a dog. We 
quickly settled into life here, despite having to repeat everything because of our accents. 
 
We enrolled our daughter in 3rd grade in Denton. It was April; the school year here was almost 
over, and a perfect time for her to get acclimated. My husband, Jon, started work in the 
company we had invested in, and because I had no work permit, I volunteered at my daughter's 
school.   
 
Life here proved to be very different from home. I missed being able to walk everywhere or jump 
on the bus or tube, and the summer heat took a little getting used to. However, with the help 
of the new friends we made here, the friends visiting from England, and a pool, we muddled 
through. 
   
After volunteering at my daughter's high school, I decided to attend university —  something I 
had not been able to do before. I studied World History and French, as I had previously lived 
in France, intending to become a teacher. It's amazing how being older also makes you a more 
serious student. While working on my master's degree, I had the opportunity to teach at a 
private university in France for one year in a beautiful small French town and speak French 
daily.

In August 2011, I moved to Plano to be closer to my daughter and started teaching at McMillen 
High School, and I made many friends. During my time there, I decided to apply for my  
American citizenship. It took longer than I expected. After I fulfilled all the requirements, I had 
my swearing-in ceremony in Dallas with President Obama on the video screen above us. It was 
much more meaningful and moving than I could have ever imagined. I felt a huge sense of pride 
when I received not only my American citizenship certificate but also my American passport. 
 
One day, on what seemed to be a regular morning of prep before my first class arrived, I was 
called to the front office. I remember running all the way 
there because my students began to show up, and I didn't 
want to leave them unattended. Someone asked me to wait 
at reception, and after just a few minutes, my principal, 
Brian Lyons, came in with a very serious look on his 
face. For just a moment, I began to wonder if I had done 
something wrong. Then, he took the microphone and told 
the whole school that I was now officially an American, 
and he presented me with a beautifully framed flag, 
signed by all the staff. As if this wasn't enough, the school 
band and cheerleaders came down the hallway, and as I 
followed them all through the school, I realized that every class was out in the hallway cheering 
me on. I must confess I shed tears along the way!

Fran Allday, Iota Omega
The adventure of our lives

Students celebrating Fran's citizenship
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McAllen, Texas, is a vibrant and diverse city located in the southern part of the state, known 
for its strong economy, high quality of life and thriving cultural scene. Additionally, McAllen 
is one of the safest cities in Texas, making it an ideal destination for families, retirees and 
businesses. During this season, many visitors, whom locals lovingly call Winter Texans, make 
McAllen and other cities of the Rio Grande Valley home for parts of fall, all of winter, and early 
spring.

McAllen a great place to live, visit and play

Dr. Beverly Hall-Maughan, Tennessee State Organization, is a retired high 
school principal. A registered nurse, she entered education as a surgical 
technology instructor. Hall is a believer in lifetime learning as is evident by 
her educational journey – Associate of Applied Science, Nursing; Bachelor 
of Science, Nursing; Master of Education, Administration and Supervision; 
Doctor of Education, Educational Leadership; followed by a Bachelor of 
Business, Business Administration. 

A member of DKG since 2002, Hall was awarded a DKGIEF Lucile Cornetet 
Award to attend the Tennessee School Board Associations Prospective 

Superintendents’ Academy. She is a member of the National Association of Parliamentarians 
and International Leadership Management attendee. Her service to DKG includes Tennessee 
State Recording Secretary, First Vice President, and President. Hall has served as International 
Chair of Finance and is a DKGIEF Founding Luminary. She is the 2022-2024 International 
Second Vice President.

Dr. Beverly Hall-Maughan

Dr. Beverly Hall-Maughan DKGSI representative to McAllen

The 2023 TSO Convention
will be a great time for
members to rekindle 

friendships and enjoy the
beautiful and welcoming city
of McAllen without fear for

their safety. 

LOW CRIME RATE
McAllen consistently ranks among
the safest cities in Texas and the United
States with a low crime rate due to a 
strong police presence, proactive crime 
prevention programs and a committed 
community.

EDUCATION
Investment in education: McAllen values 
education and has well-funded schools, 
providing students with the resources 
they need to succeed, which helps to keep 
youth engaged and out of trouble.

COMMUNITY
The city's residents and local businesses 
work together to promote safety and 
prevent crime through programs like 
Neighborhood Watch, citizens' police 
academies and crime prevention fairs.

ECONOMY
McAllen's strong and thriving economy 
provides residents with financial stability, 
contributing to the city's oveall safety 
and well-being.

QUALITY OF LIFE
The city offers many recreational 
opportunities, including parks, golf 
courses, outdoor trails and a thriving 
arts and culture scene that helps keep 
residents engaged and active. 



   14 Lone Star News  Spring 2023

DKG members voted on several proposed amendments to the DKG Constitution and 
International Standing Rules at the DKG International Convention this past July. Since state 
bylaws and state rules must align with International, TSO members voted to give the TSO 
Bylaws and Rules Committee the power to make changes to TSO 
state governing documents when changes made by International 
necessitated the changes for alignment purposes (Texas State 
Bylaws, Article 12, Section D). The authority to make changes 
rather than have a convention vote saves time as TSO governing 
documents must reflect the DKG changes. 
 
Judy Evans, chair of the TSO Bylaws and Rules Committee, 
has rewritten the February 2020 Model Chapter Rules with the 
revisions. Members may review the revised Texas State Bylaws, 
Texas State Rules and January 2023 Model Chapter Rules on 
the TSO website on the Bylaws and Rules Committee page. In 
addition, chapter presidents received a copy of the 2023 Model 
Chapter Rules on February 14.  
 
WHAT THIS MEANS: 
 
If the TSO Bylaws and Rules Committee approved the chapter 
rules this biennium, chapters do not have to resubmit their 
rules after making the updated state or international-mandated 
changes to their chapter rules. 
   
If the chapter has yet to seek approval of chapter rules for this biennium, it must send them 
to the TSO Bylaws and Rules Committee for approval after adding local changes and changes 
to the model rules. Chapters do not have to approve state or international mandated changes 
to their chapter rules. Any changes that affect the individual chapter must be approved by the 
chapter.

DKG
changes to
documents 

by
convention 

vote

TSO
changes to 

TSO 
documents
without a 

convention 
vote

CHAPTER

Updated rules  
approved by 

bylaws and rules 
committee in 

2021-2023

changes to local 
document

without approval by 
bylaws and rules 

committee

CHAPTER
changes made to local 
rules; changes made 

with updated TSO 
documents; sent to 

committee for approval

Rules not updated 
or approved by 
bylaws and rules 
committee in 
2021-2023

CHAPTER
Final chapter rules for 

2021-2023

IN COMPLIANCE

CHAPTER
TSO Bylaws & 
Rules Committee
approves chapter 
changes

2023 Model Chapter Rules available

The McAllen Convention is rapidly approaching. Annually at this event, 
ASTEF recognizes an Advocate for Education. ASTEF is seeking someone in 
the area near this event that matches the following guidelines:
• The nominee must be a woman who resides in Texas; may have an 

educational background but is not a current educator; and is not a 
member (active, reserve, or honorary) of The Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International.

• There is evidence that the nominee thoughtfully, deliberately, and 
unequivocally strives to improve education in Texas through her 
continued outstanding service and financial support benefitting Texas 
students and/or educators, preferably at the state level, but minimally 
at the regional or area level.

• The nominee must show excellence in leadership and serve as an example to others as an 
advocate for education.

To nominate someone, members may go to www.astef.org and fill out the ASTEF 
Advocate for Education Nomination Form 2023. Follow the directions on the form to 
submit it to the ASTEF Vice President for Programs and Projects. The deadline for this 
submission is April 1, 2023. 

ASTEF Seeks an Advocate for Education

Shelby Lippold
2022 ASTEF Advocate 
for Education

PROJECTS
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Delta Kappa Gamma Society International seeking nominees

DKG members from all over Texas, Tennessee and Illinois met at Camp Allen on January 13-15, 
2023, for the 9th Spectacular Texas Arts Retreat event. The weekend began Friday evening with 
classes ranging from stained glass to wire and stone crosses to 

making gift boxes out of calendar pages. 
Twenty teachers taught various classes 
on Saturday, allowing each camper to 
make four different works of art. Saturday 
evening ended with the STAR drama, “The 
New Kid,” starring the TSO presidential nominee, Bonnie Moore. After a 
gallery walk on Sunday where campers could display their masterpieces, 
all participated in a quick craft. Every year STAR has a service project. 
This year attendees completed three no-sew fleece 
blankets the participants donated to homeless 
students in the Houston area. 
 
Campers commented that their favorite thing about 
STAR is the fellowship with fellow DKG members   
and their guests. Everyone is welcome to join the 

fun. Spaces in STAR 2024 are rapidly filling up. Women wanting to 
participate may go to the TSO website to register. Those members who 
cannot make a weekend event may attend Area 3 and Area 10 STAR 
day events or even start one in their areas. Several team members will 
present a breakout session in McAllen to help direct anyone interested 
in creating an area STAR. For more information, members may check 
out the Facebook page, Spectacular Texas Arts Retreat, or the website, 
http://spectaculartexasartsretreat.weebly.com

as t r
 Spectacular Texas Arts Retreat

TSO crafters enjoy creativity and fellowship

Bonnie Moore, aka 
Syd Porter

Kathryn Wright
Bev Harlow

Members are encouraged by the International Nominating Committee (INC) to apply 
for an elected position at the international level. DKG members may self-nominate or 
nominate another person.

All qualifications and recommendations for applicants for each position are listed 
in the International Standing Rules (ISR) 8.82.f. These are the only qualifications considered 
when the INC evaluates the applications.

Applicants need not have:
• Earned a doctorate
• Attended Leadership Management Seminar (Ignite)
• Participated in a prescribed number of international conferences/conventions
• Held a certain number of specific state positions
• Been a member for a minimum number of years

INC members may not:
• Recruit applicants
• Assist applicants in any way with the application process
• Discuss any application with anyone other than another INC member
• Support or advocate for any nominee in any way

Guidelines and applications will be posted on the DKG website in May 2023.
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In 2010, Schools for Africa became the Society's first official international project. Members 
have donated approximately $445,134.90 since the inception of the partnership with UNICEF 
USA. Currently, the project works with 21 countries in sub-Saharan Africa. The SFA mission 

involves providing access to quality 
basic education for children, focusing 
on girls, orphans and other vulnerable 
youngsters. UNICEF works with 
governments, local authorities, 
communities and other partners to 
achieve its goals. 
 
Chapters wanting more information 
on DKGSI and Schools for Africa and 
ways to contribute may find it on 
www.dkg.org.

ADOLESCENT GIRLS
RETURN TO SCHOOL

EDUCATION FOR 
MOST VULNERABLE

Turkana in Kenya is a pastoralist area where people lead 
nomadic, tribal lives that have remained unchanged for 
centuries. Girls are traditionally less valued than boys, 
and child marriage is a common solution to poverty. 
Young girls are pledged to local men at a young age by 
their fathers. UNICEF is working with the country's 
government, traditional chiefs and others to change 
perceptions of the role and value of girls.

In the south of Madagascar, the Public Primary 
School of Anjamahavelo, Manampisoa, has been 
a facilitator of the remedial classes for children 
who have had to drop out of school and need 
support throughout the school year when they 
return. Teachers are trained in the Right Level 
(TaRL) method, which quickly lets children acquire 
foundational reading and arithmetic skills. 

When inter-ethnic conflicts break out in Ethiopia, a 
school may be burned down or its facilities and furniture 
damaged and looted. Teachers leave during the fighting, 
students' homes are burned, and belongings and 
livestock are stolen. The impact leaves girls hopeless and 
sad. UNICEF partnered with others to rebuild schools, 
provide supplies and bring back teachers. These actions 
helped students to return to their villages and resume 
their education. 

QUALITY LEARNING
FOR GIRLS

GIRLS EMPOWER
GIRLS

In the tiny West African country of Guinea-Bissau, 
young girls are often taken out of school before 
they finish their studies, have limited knowledge 
of feminine hygiene, and are subjected to child 
marriage and female genital mutilation (FGM). 
Discrimination against females is a social norm. 
UNICEF helps with a program to help girls learn 
their worth, rights and duties as females.

UNICEF STORIES 
FROM THE FIELD

Schools for Africa official DKG project
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